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Californian Ideology
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Surveillance & exploitation
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Beyond the political economy of
search engines
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Ideology theories I: Materiality

Luc Boltanski & Eve Chiapello

Ideology is “a set of

T \,\ N shared beliefs,
c ew inscribed Iin
SDIFE of institutions, bound up
Capitalism with actions, and
hence anchored in
reality.”

Boltanski & Chiapello
(2007): 3
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ldeology theories II: Hegemony

“Hegemony
presupposes an active
and practical
involvement of the
hegemonized group,
quite unlike the static,
totalizing and passive
subordination implied by
the dominant ideology
concept.”

Gramsci reader (Forgacs

1988): 423
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Ideology theories Ill: Consumerism
& society of the spectacle

“ consumerism*
arrives when
consumption takes
over that linchpin role
which was played by
work in the society of
producers.”

Bauman (2007): 28
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Ideology theories as tools for
search engine critique
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Algorithmic Ildeology

e ,New spirit of capitalism® (Boltanski & Chiapello) is
materialized in search algorithms by way of social practices
within and beyond corporations

e ISA (Althusser): Algorithmic ideology manufactured in a
network of neoliberal states, private institutions, media
corporations etc.

e (Google manages to enrol hegemonized (Gramsci) users
employing strategies of ,punishment & rewards” (Rohle)

e Consumerism (Bauman) and society of the spectacle
(Debord) enact, stabilize and solidify algorithmic ideology
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Repoliticization of economy?

“‘Will Europe be able to
invent a new model of
repoliticization
questioning the
undisputed reign of
global capital?”

Zizek (1998)
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Glocal Search.
(Jubilaumsfonds OeNB, 14702; March 2012-Febr 2014)
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Thanks for your attention!

c ~ ftist appropriation of the European legacy - f 2|6

v.astridmager.net/?

on new media, society & life by astrid
mager

research
search

My research is concerned with search engine politics, the global infarmation economy and local socio-
political implications, critical theory, digital methods, and science and technology studies. Previously, I also
worked on ICTs in the medical field, see my PhD below.

Currently, I'm working as postdoc researcher at the Institute of Technology Assessment (ITA) in Vienna/
Austrian Academy of Sciences. Here, I work on the project *GLOCAL SEARCH. Search technology at the
intersection of global capitalism and local socio-political cultures”. Check out the abstract on the ITA
website; a longer article on the project has also been published in the ITA newsletter (in German though).

privacy e er ye
Before I was warking as postdoc fellow at HUMIab/ Umed University in the far north of Sweden. There, I N wwl
investigated how search engines are socially shaped in capitalist society and what implications their 2ar I

*algorithmic ideology” triggers in terms of search results, Watch these movies in order to get a better idea
of this project:

astridmager: detta! ;)
@R_Koenig: Reminder:
Do (26.4., 16:30)

Buchprasentation zur
"Cyberscience 2.0" in Wien.

HUMIab seminar video archive:

HUMIab streams Search Technology In Soclety: Constructing search engines, shaping knowledge

Search Technology in Society:
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